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REMARKS 

The Claims 

Claims 21-89 are currently pending. Claims 21-40 were added 
via Preliminary Amendment A, filed November 26, 2004, and are the 
subject of the pending Office action, dated February 8, 2005. 

Applicants filed Preliminary Amendment B on January 19, 2005 
amending claims 21, 35, 3 6 and 3 9 and adding new claims 41-89. 
However, Amendment B does not appear to have been entered prior 
to the Office issuing the pending Office action on February 8, 
J 2 005. Applicants enclose a copy of Preliminary Amendment B 
herewith and note that proper fees for claims 41-89 were 
previously paid and respectfully request that, if it has not 
already been entered, Amendment B be entered in the present case. 

A. Obviousness -Type Double Patenting Rejection 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the non- 
statutory double patenting rejection of claims 21-40. Applicants 
submit herewith a Terminal Disclaimer in accordance with 3 7 CFR 
1.130(b) and 37 CFR 1.321(c) to obviate the rejection and 
expedite allowance of all of the pending claims. The Terminal 
Disclaimer does not address the obviousness- type double patenting 
rejection of claims 21-24 and 30-40 over copending Application 
No. 10/639,737 because this Application was expressly abandoned 
on May 25, 2005. 

Applicants traverse the various findings, upon which the 
Office relies, in making the non-statutory double patenting 
rejections. However, Applicants will not burden the Office with 
arguments at this time in view of the fact that the rejections 
are obviated by the submission of the terminal disclaimer. 
Applicants respectfully request the double patenting rejection of 
claims 21-40 be withdrawn. 

Applicants submit that claims 21-40 satisfy the requirements 
for patentability. Applicants also respectfully request 
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favorable consideration of claims 41-89, which as noted above 
were added by Amendment B. 

The Commissioner is requested to charge any fee deficiency 
or overpayment in connection with this application to Deposit 
Account 19-1345. 



Respectfully submittal 




Richard A. Schuth, Reg. No. 47,929 
SENNIGER POWERS 

One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 231-5400 



RAS/DER/sat 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT B 

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS, 
SIR: 

Please enter the following amendments prior to examination of the above-referenced 
patent application: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 2 of this 
paper. 

Remarks begin on page 1 5 of this paper. 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-20 (cancelled) 

Claim 21 . (currently amended) A process for growing a single crystal silicon ingot in 
which the ingot comprises a central axis, a seed-cone, an end-cone and a constant diameter 
portion between the seed-cone and the end-cone having a circumferential edge and a radius 
extending from the central axis to the circumferential edge and a nominal diameter of about 200 
mm, the ingot being grown and cooled from the solidification temperature in accordance with the 
Czochralski method, the process comprising: 

bringing a seed crystal into contact with a silicon melt; 

pulling the seed crystal from the melt at a pulling rate, such that silicon solidifies on the 
seed crystal thereby forming a single crystal silicon ingot, wherein the pulling rate after at least 
about 200 mm of the axial length of the ingot has formed is from about 0.2 mm/min to about 0.8 
mm/min; and, 

controlling (i) a growth velocity, v, (ii) an average axial temperature gradient, G 0 , during 
the growth of the constant diameter portion of the crystal over the temperature range from 
solidification to a temperature of no less than about 1325 °C, and (iii) the cooling rate of the 
crystal from the solidification temperature to about 1,050 °C to cause the formation of an axially 
symmetric al s e gm e nt which is sub s tantially fr e e of region having no detectable agglomerated 
intrinsic point defects at a detection limit of 10 3 defects/cm 3 , wherein the axially symmetric 
region has a radial width which is at least about 30% of the length of the radius of the constant 
diameter portion of the ingot, and has a length as measured along the central axis of at least about 
20% of the length of the constant diameter portion of the ingot. 
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Claim 22. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the pulling rate after at 
least about 200 mm of the axial length of the ingot has formed is from about 0.25 mm/min to 
about 0.6 mm/min. 

Claim 23. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the pulling rate after 
at least about 200 mm of the axial length of the ingot has formed is from about 0.3 mm/min to 
about 0.5 mm/min. 

Claim 24. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the control of G 0 
comprises controlling heat transfer at the melt/solid interface. 

Claim 25. (previously presented) The process of claim 24 wherein heat transfer at the 
melt/solid interface is controlled by changing the distance between the melt surface and a device 
positioned above the melt surface. 

Claim 26. (previously presented) The process of claim 25 wherein the device is selected 
from the group consisting of a reflector, a radiation shield, a heat shield, an insulating ring, a 
purge tube or a light pipe. 

Claim 27. (previously presented) The process of claim 25 wherein heat transfer is 
controlled by changing the position of the melt surface relative to the position of the device. 

Claim 28. (previously presented) The process of claim 25 wherein heat transfer is 
controlled by changing the position of the device relative to the position of the melt surface. 

Claim 29. (previously presented) The process of claim 24 wherein heat transfer at the 
melt/solid interface is controlled by adjusting power supplied to a heater near the silicon melt. 



3 



MEMC 96-0056(2101.3) 
Patent 

Claim 30. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the crystal has a 
nominal diameter of about 200 mm and is cooled from the solidification temperature to a 
temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least about 10 hours. 

Claim 3 1 . (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the crystal has a 
nominal diameter of about 200 mm and is cooled from the solidification temperature to a 
temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least about 20 hours. 

Claim 32. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the length of the 
axially symmetric region is at least about 40% of the length of the constant diameter portion of 
the ingot. 

Claim 33. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the length of the 
axially symmetric region is at least about 60% of the length of the constant diameter portion of 
the ingot. 

Claim 34. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the width of the 
axially symmetric region is at least about 60% of the length of the radius of the constant diameter 
portion of the ingot. 

Claim 35. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the growth velocity, v, 
and the instantaneous average axial temperature gradient, G 0 , are controlled such that the ratio, 
v/G 0 , ranges in value from about 0.6 to about 1.5 times the critical value of v/G 0 . 

Claim 36. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the growth velocity, v,. 
and the instantaneous average axial temperature gradient, G 0 , are controlled such that the ratio 
v/G 0 ranges in value from about 0.75 to about 1 times the critical value of v/G 0 . 
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Claim 37. (previously presented) The process of claim 21, wherein the cooling rate is 
controlled to achieve radial diffusion of self-interstitial intrinsic point defects over a distance of 
at least about 5 cm. 

Claim 38. (previously presented) The process of claim 21 wherein the cooling rate is 
controlled to achieve radial diffusion of self-interstitial intrinsic point defects over a distance of 
at least about 10 cm. 

Claim 39. (currently amended) The process of claim 21 further comprising rapidly 
cooling the ingot through a range of temperatures in which oxygen precipitate nucleation centers 
typically form such that oxygen precipitate nucleation centers do not form in the ingot during 
the cooling of the ingot. 

Claim 40. (previously presented) The process of claim 39 wherein the range of 
temperatures in which oxygen precipitate nucleation centers form is from about 350 °C to about 
750 °C. 

Claim 41 . (new) A single crystal silicon wafer having a central axis, a front side and a 
back side which are generally perpendicular to the axis, a circumferential edge, and a radius 
extending from the central axis to the circumferential edge of the wafer, the wafer comprising: 

a nominal diameter of about 300 mm; 

an axially symmetric region having no detectible agglomerated intrinsic point defects at a 
detection limit of 10 3 defects/cm 3 , the axially symmetric region extending radially inwardly from 
the circumferential edge of the wafer and having a width, as measured from the circumferential 
edge radially toward the center axis, which is at least about 40% the length of the radius of the 
wafer. 

I 
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Claim 42. (new) The wafer as set forth in claim 41 wherein the axially symmetric region 
is generally annular in shape and the wafer further comprises a generally cylindrical region 
wherein the cylindrical region is located radially inward of the axially symmetric region and the 
cylindrical region has crystal lattice vacancies as the predominant intrinsic point defect. 

Claim 43. (new) The wafer as set forth in claim 41 wherein the wafer has as oxygen 
content which is less than about 13 PPMA. 

Claim 44. (new) The wafer as set forth in claim 41 wherein the wafer has as oxygen 
content which is less than about 1 1 PPMA. 

Claim 45. (new) The wafer as set forth in claim 41 wherein the wafer has an absence of 
oxygen precipitate nucleation centers. 

Claim 46. (new) The wafer as set forth in claim 41 wherein the axially symmetric region 
extending radially inwardly from the circumferential edge of the wafer has a width, as measured 
from the circumferential edge radially toward the center axis, which is about equal to the length 
of the radius. 

Claim 47. (new) The wafer as set forth in claim 41 wherein the axially symmetric region 
extending radially inwardly from the circumferential edge of the wafer has a width, as measured 
from the circumferential edge radially toward the center axis, which is at least about 30% the 
length of the radius, wherein silicon self-interstitials are the predominant intrinsic point defect in 
the axially symmetric region. 

Claim 48. (new) A single crystal silicon ingot having a central axis, a seed-cone, an 
end-cone, and a constant diameter portion between the seed-cone and the end-cone having a 
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circumferential edge and a radius extending from the central axis to the circumferential edge, and 
a nominal diameter of 300 mm, the single crystal silicon ingot being characterized in that, after 
the ingot is grown and cooled from the solidification temperature, the constant diameter portion 
contains an axially symmetric region having no detectable agglomerated intrinsic point defects at 
a detection limit of 10 3 defects/cm 3 , wherein the axially symmetric region extends radially 
inwardly from a circumferential edge of the ingot, has a width as measured from the 
circumferential edge radially toward the central axis of the ingot which is at least about 30% the 
length of the radius of the constant diameter portion, and has a length as measured along the 
central axis of at least about 20% the length of the constant diameter portion of the ingot. 

Claim 49. (new) The single crystal silicon ingot as set forth in claim 48 wherein the 
length of the axially symmetric region is at least 40% the length of the constant diameter portion 
of the ingot. 

Claim 50. (new) The single crystal silicon ingot as set forth in claim 49 wherein the 
length of the axially symmetric region is at least 60% the length of the constant diameter portion 
of the ingot. 

Claim 51. (new) The single crystal silicon ingot as set forth in claim 48 wherein the 
axially symmetric region has a width which is at least about 60% the length of the radius of the 
constant diameter portion. 

Claim 52. (new) The single crystal silicon ingot as set forth in claim 51 wherein the 
axially symmetric region has a width which is at least about 80% the length of the radius of the 
constant diameter portion. 
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Claim 53. (new) The single crystal silicon ingot as set forth in claim 48 wherein silicon 
self-interstitials are the predominant intrinsic point defect in the axially symmetric region. 

Claim 54. (new) A process for growing a single crystal silicon ingot in which the ingot 
comprises a central axis, a seed-cone, an end-cone and a constant diameter portion between the 
seed-cone and the end-cone having a circumferential edge, a radius extending from the central 
axis to the circumferential edge, and a nominal diameter of 300 mm, the ingot being grown from 
a silicon melt and then cooled from the solidification temperature in accordance with the 
Czochralski method, the process comprising: 

controlling (i) a growth velocity, v, (ii) an average axial temperature gradient, G 0 , during 
the growth of the constant diameter portion of the crystal over the temperature range from 
solidification to a temperature of no less than about 1325 °C, and (iii) the cooling rate of the 
crystal from the solidification temperature to about 1,050 °C to cause the formation of an axially 
symmetric region having no detectable agglomerated intrinsic point defects at a detection limit of 
10 3 defects/cm 3 wherein the axially symmetric region extends inwardly from the circumferential 
edge of the ingot, has a width as measured from the circumferential edge radially toward the 
central axis of the ingot which is at least about three-tenths the length of the radius of the ingot, 
and has a length as measured along the central axis of at least about two-tenths the length of the 
constant diameter portion of the ingot. 

Claim 55. (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the crystal is cooled from the 
solidification temperature to a temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least 
about 65 hours. 

Claim 56. (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the crystal is cooled from the 
solidification temperature to a temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least 
about 75 hours. 
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Claim 57. (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the length of the axially symmetric 
region is at least about four-tenths the length of the constant diameter portion of the ingot. 

Claim 58. (new) The process of claim 57 wherein the crystal is cooled from the 
solidification temperature to a temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least 
about 65 hours. 

Claim 59. (new) The process of claim 57 wherein the crystal is cooled from the 
solidification temperature to a temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least 
about 75 hours. 

Claim 60. (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the growth velocity, v, and the average 
axial temperature gradient, G 0 , are controlled such that the ratio, v/G 0 , ranges in value from about 
0.6 to about 1.5 times the critical value of v/G 0 . 

Claim 61 . (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the growth velocity, v, and the average 
axial temperature gradient, G 0 , are controlled such that the ratio v/G 0 ranges in value from about 
0.75 to about 1 times the critical value of v/G 0 . 

Claim 62. (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the average axial temperature gradient, 
G 0 , is controlled over the temperature range from solidification to a temperature of no less than 
about 1350 °C. 

Claim 63. (new) The process of claim 62 wherein the crystal is cooled from the 
solidification temperature to a temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least 
about 65 hours. 
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Claim 64. (new) The process of claim 62 wherein the crystal is cooled from the 
solidification temperature to a temperature of at least about 1,050 °C over a period of at least 
about 75 hours. 

Claim 65. (new) The process of claim 54 wherein the control of G 0 comprises 
controlling heat transfer at the melt/solid interface. 

Claim 66. (new) The process of claim 65 wherein heat transfer at the melt/solid interface 
is controlled by changing the distance between the melt surface and a device positioned above 
the melt surface. 

Claim 67. (new) The process of claim 66 wherein the device is selected from the group 
consisting of a reflector, a radiation shield, a heat shield, an insulating ring, a purge tube or a 
light pipe. 

Claim 68. (new) The process of claim 66 wherein heat transfer is controlled by changing 
the position of the melt surface relative to the position of the device. 

Claim 69. (new) The process of claim 66 wherein heat transfer is controlled by changing 
the position of the device relative to the position of the melt surface. 

Claim 70. (new) The process of claim 65 wherein heat transfer at the melt/solid interface 
is controlled by adjusting power supplied to a heater near the silicon melt. 

Claim 71. (new) The process of claim 65 wherein the cooling rate is controlled to 
achieve radial diffusion of self-interstitial intrinsic point defects over a distance of at least about 
5 cm. 
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Claim 72. (new) The process of claim 65 wherein the cooling rate is controlled to 
achieve radial diffusion of self-interstitial intrinsic point defects over a distance of at least about 
10 cm. 

Claim 73. (new) An epitaxial wafer, comprising a single crystal silicon substrate having 
a central axis, a front side and a back side which are generally perpendicular to the central axis, a 
circumferential edge, a radius extending from the central axis to the circumferential edge, and a 
nominal diameter of 300 mm, the substrate comprising an axially symmetric region having no 
detectable agglomerated intrinsic point defects at a detection limit of 10 3 defects/cm 3 , the axially 
symmetric region extending radially inwardly from the circumferential edge has a width, as 
measured from the circumferential edge radially toward the center axis, which is at least about 
30% the length of the radius, wherein silicon self-interstitials are the predominant intrinsic point 
defect in the axially symmetric region of the wafer, and an epitaxial layer which is deposited on 
the front side of the substrate. 

Claim 74. (new) The epitaxial wafer as set forth in claim 73 wherein the width of the 
axially symmetric region is at least about 40% the length of the radius. 

Claim 75. (new) The epitaxial wafer as set forth in claim 73 wherein the width of the 
axially symmetric region is at least about 60% the length of the radius. 

Claim 76. (new) The epitaxial wafer as set forth in claim 73 wherein the width of the 
axially symmetric region is at least about 80% the length of the radius. 

Claim 77. (new) The epitaxial wafer as set forth in claim 73 wherein the width of the 
axially symmetric region is about equal to the length of the radius. 
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Claim 78. (new) A process for producing an epitaxial wafer, the process comprising: 
growing a single crystal silicon ingot having a central axis, a seed-cone, an end-cone, a 
constant diameter portion between the seed-cone and the end-cone having a circumferential edge, 
a radius extending from the central axis to the circumferential edge of the ingot, and a nominal 
diameter of 300 mm, and as part of the growth process controlling a growth velocity, v, and an 
average axial temperature gradient, G 0 , of the crystal during the growth of the constant diameter 
portion of the ingot over the temperature range from solidification to a temperature of no less 
than about 1300 °C, to cause the formation of an axially symmetric region, upon cooling of the 
ingot from the solidification temperature, having no detectable agglomerated intrinsic point 
defects at a detection limit of 10 3 defects/cm 3 , wherein the axially symmetric region of the ingot 
extends inwardly from the circumferential edge of the ingot, has a width as measured from the 
circumferential edge of the ingot radially toward the central axis of the ingot radially toward the 
central axis of the ingot which is at least about 30% the length of the radius of the ingot, and has 
a length as measured along the central axis of the ingot of at least about 20% the length of the 
constant diameter portion of the ingot, wherein silicon self-interstitials are the predominant 
intrinsic point defect in the axially symmetric region of the ingot; 

slicing a segment of the constant diameter portion of the ingot comprising the axially 
symmetric region in a direction perpendicular to the central axis of the ingot to produce a single 
crystal silicon substrate having a central axis and a front side and a back side which are generally 
perpendicular to the axis of the substrate; and 

depositing an epitaxial layer upon the front side of the substrate. 

Claim 79. (new) The process of claim 78 further comprising controlling the cooling rate 
of the crystal from the solidification temperature to about 1 100 °C to cause the formation of the 
axially symmetric region of the ingot having no detectable agglomerated intrinsic point defects at 
a detection limit of 1 0 3 defects/cm 3 . 
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Claim 80. (new) The process of claim 78 wherein the width of the axially symmetric 
region is at least about 40% the length of the radius. 

Claim 8 1 . (new) The process of claim 78 wherein the width of the axially symmetric 
region is at least about 60% the length of the radius. 

Claim 82. (new) The process of claim 78 wherein the width of the axially symmetric 
region is at least about 80% the length of the radius. 

Claim 83. (new) The process of claim 78 wherein the width of the axially symmetric 
region is about equal to the length of the radius. 

Claim 84. (new) A process for growing a single crystal silicon ingot, the single crystal 
silicon ingot having a central axis, a seed-cone, an end-cone, a constant diameter portion between 
the seed-cone and the end-cone having a circumferential edge, a radius extending from the 
central axis to the circumferential edge of the ingot, and a nominal diameter of 300 mm, having 
no detectable agglomerated intrinsic point defects at a detection limit of 10 3 defects/cm 3 , the 
process comprising: 

controlling a growth velocity, v, and an average axial temperature gradient, G 0 , such that 
a ratio v/G 0 ranges in value from about 0.6 to about 1.5 times the critical value of v/G 0 ; and 

controlling a cooling rate within a temperature range of about 1400 °C to about 800 °C, 
such that the rate ranges from about 0.1 °C/minute to about 1.5 °C/minute. 

Claim 85. (new) The process of claim 84 wherein the growth velocity, v, and the average 
axial temperature gradient, G 0 , are controlled such that the ratio v/G 0 ranges in value from about 
0.75 to about 1 times the critical value of v/G 0 . 
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Claim 86. (new) The process of claim 84 wherein the cooling rate is controlled within a 
temperature range of about 1400 °C to about 1000 °C. 

Claim 87. (new) The process of claim 86 wherein the cooling rate is controlled such that 
the rate ranges from about 0.1 °C/minute to about 1 °C/minute. 

Claim 88. (new) The process of claim 86 wherein the cooling rate is controlled such that 
the rate ranges from about 0.1 °C/minute to about 0.5 °C/minute. 

Claim 89. (new) The process of claim 84 further comprising the step of annealing the 
substrate to dissolve oxygen precipitate nucleation centers formed during the growth of the single 
crystal silicon ingot. 
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This application is a continuation application based on U.S. Application Serial No. 
10/135,597 filed April 30, 2002. Claims 21, 35, 36 and 39 have been amended, to further clarify 
the scope of said claims, and claims 41-93 have been added. Upon entry of this Amendment, 
claims 21-93 are pending. Support for the above listed claims can generally be found, for 
example, as follows: 

- Claims: 41-42, and 47-52 at paragraphs 75-76, 1 12, and 146; 

- Claims: 43-46 at paragraph 99; 

- Claims: 53 generally at paragraphs 57-78 and in particular at paragraphs 78 and 112; 

- Claims: 54-56, 58-59, and 63-64 at paragraph 14, 1 12, and 146; 

- Claims: 57 at paragraph 76; 

- Claims: 60-61 at paragraph 84; 

- Claims: 62 at paragraph 57; 

- Claims: 65-70 at paragraph 85 

- Claims: 71-72 at paragraph 72; 

- Claims: 73-78, and 80-83 at paragraph 75-76, 103, 1 12 and 146; 

- Claims: 79 at paragraph 101; 

- Claims: 84-88 at paragraph 88-90, 1 12, and 146; and 

- Claims: 89 at paragraph 102. 
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Conclusion 



Favorable consideration and early allowance of all pending claims is requested. 

A check in the amount of $3,250.00 is enclosed in payment of the fee for added claims. 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency or overpayment of the required 
fee to Deposit Account No. 19-1345. 



Respectfully submitted 




Richard A. Schuth, Reg No. 47,929 

SENNIGER POWERS 

One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

(314) 231-5400 



RAS/JXM/lam 

Express Mail Label No. EV 416450697 US 
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